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Phil ​ip ​pe Pul ​fer is co-head of the firm’s
Pri ​va ​te Cli ​ent prac ​ti ​ce. He is wi ​de ​ly re ​‐
cognis ​ed as one of Swit ​zer ​land’s lea ​‐
ding pri ​va ​te cli ​ent la ​wy ​ers and, for more
than 20 ye ​ars, has been con ​stant ​ly top-
ran ​ked by all ma ​jor pro ​fes ​sio ​nal di ​rec ​‐
to ​ries. He is, ac ​cording to Cham ​bers
HNW, ‘the go-to per ​son in Swit ​zer ​land’
in his area of prac ​ti ​ce and has been de ​‐
scri ​bed by Le ​gal 500 as 'one of the most
know ​led ​ge ​able trust and pri ​va ​te cli ​ent
prac ​ti ​tio ​ners in Swit ​zer ​land'. He has
been in ​clu ​ded in the ALM Pri ​va ​te Cli ​ent
Glo ​bal Eli ​te sin ​ce the ran ​king’s in ​au ​gu ​‐
ral edi ​ti ​on in 2012 (un ​der the Le ​gal
Week ban ​ner) and eve ​ry year sin ​ce its
re ​launch in 2017.

Phil ​ip ​pe Pul ​fer spe ​cia ​li ​ses in wealth
struc ​tu ​ring and es ​ta ​te plan ​ning with an
in ​ter ​na ​tio ​nal fo ​cus and acts in com ​plex,
most ​ly mul ​ti-ju ​ris ​dic ​tional, suc ​ces ​si ​on
and trust dis ​pu ​tes. He ad ​vi ​ses cha ​ri ​ties
and cha ​ri ​ty do ​nors in all areas of phil ​an ​‐
thro ​py, with a par ​ti ​cu ​lar fo ​cus on the
arts and the sup ​port to cul ​tu ​ral in ​sti ​tu ​ti ​‐
ons, and ser ​ves as a board mem ​ber of
seve ​r ​al cha ​ri ​ta ​ble founda ​ti ​ons. He has
also si ​gni ​fi ​cant ex ​pe ​ri ​ence in pri ​va ​te
ban ​king dis ​pu ​tes, in par ​ti ​cu ​lar mis ​ma ​‐
nage ​ment of funds, fraud ca ​ses and in ​‐
ter ​na ​tio ​nal ju ​di ​ci ​al as ​sis ​tan ​ce.

Phil ​ip ​pe Pul ​fer is a mem ​ber of the Ge ​n ​‐
e ​va Bar As ​so ​cia ​ti ​on, Swiss Bar As ​so ​cia ​‐
ti ​on, In ​ter ​na ​tio ​nal Bar As ​so ​cia ​ti ​on (IBA),
So ​cie ​ty of Trust and Es ​ta ​te Prac ​ti ​tio ​ners
(STEP) and The In ​ter ​na ​tio ​nal Aca ​de ​my
of Es ​ta ​te and Trust Law (TIAETL), as
well as an In ​ter ​na ​tio ​nal Fel ​low of the
Ame ​ri ​can Col ​le ​ge of Es ​ta ​te and Trust
Coun ​sel (AC ​TEC). He is a long-ser ​ving
com ​mit ​tee mem ​ber of STEP Ge ​n ​e ​va and
sat for two terms on the STEP World ​wi ​‐
de Coun ​cil. He is a fre ​quent spea ​ker at
in ​ter ​na ​tio ​nal con ​fe ​ren ​ces and the au ​‐
thor of pu ​bli ​ca ​ti ​ons on Swiss suc ​ces ​si ​‐
on law, the prac ​ti ​ce of trusts in Swit ​zer ​‐
land, cha ​ri ​ties and art law.

Phil ​ip ​pe Pul ​fer gra ​dua ​ted from the Uni ​‐
ver ​si ​ty of Ge ​n ​e ​va in 1992 and was ad ​‐
mit ​ted to the Bar in 1995.

Phil ​ip ​pe Pul ​fer speaks French and
English. He is re ​gis ​ter ​ed with the Ge ​n ​e ​‐
va Bar and ad ​mit ​ted to prac ​ti ​ce in all
Swit ​zer ​land.
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Private Client 2023: Chapter
Switzerland
by Philippe Pulfer, Philippe Kohler and
Yacine Rezki
in: International Comparative Legal
Guide, 2023 

Position paper on the proposed draft
bill for the introduction of a Swiss trust
by Kinga M. Weiss, Robert Desax,
Philippe Pulfer, Ramona Fischer-Shand
and Olivier van den Brand
30 April 2022 

Death and Taxes Are Absolute
Certainties – But Litigation Doesn’t
Need to Be
Speaker Philippe Pulfer
Cambridge Forum for international
Wealth Advisors 
Chewton Glen, Hampshire, United
Kingdom, 28 April 2022

R.I.P. Swiss Trust?
by Philippe Pulfer
in: The Month – Private Client Global
Elite, March 2022 

Private Client 2022: Chapter
Switzerland
by Philippe Pulfer, Philippe Kohler and
Yacine Rezki
in: International Comparative Legal
Guide, 2022 

Structures in Crisis
Speaker Philippe Pulfer
Legal week, Private Client Forum 
Como, 11 November 2021

About elephants and other animals -
Contrasting different entity types and
how they drive litigation strategy
Speaker Philippe Pulfer
Cambridge Forum, Forum on
International Wealth Disputes 
Athens, 14 October 2021

For a complete list of publications
please visit our website:
www.walderwyss.com/philippe.pulfer
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