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At its meeting of 18 August 2021, the Fede-
ral Council decided that the Geneva Act 
of the Lisbon Agreement on Appellations 
of Origin and Geographical Indications, 
available here, and the implementing 
decrees, accessible here, would enter 
into force on 1 December 2021. In future, 
Swiss producers will benefit from the 
possibility to register geographical indi-
cations in the territory of the contracting 
parties by using a simple procedure.

The following two categories of geogra-
phical indications are concerned: Protected 
Geographical Indications (PGI), e.g. 
“Bündnerfleisch”, Walliser Rohschinken” 
or “Appenzeller Mostbröckli”, and Protec-
ted Designations of Origin (PDO), e.g. 
“Emmentaler”, “Gruyère” or “Abricotine”. 
For PGI, the quality, appearance or another 
characteristic of the product must 
essentially derive from the specific  
geographical origin and one of the manu-
facturing steps must take place in such 
area. For a PDO, all manufacturing steps 
must take place in the specific region, 
hence, the link between the product’s 
characteristics and its place of produc-
tion must be particularly strong. If a 
name is protected either as a PGI or a 
PDO, it may only be used by producers of 
the respective geographic area if they 
comply with detailed specifications.

The contracting parties to the Geneva Act 
are obliged to protect the designations  
of origin and geographical indications of 
the products originating from other con-
tracting parties in its territory. This will 
enable Swiss beneficiaries of PGI and 
PDO to obtain a certain level of protection 
on the territory of the contracting parties 
for an unlimited period of time.

The implementing ordinances specify the 
conditions for the international registra-
tion of Swiss geographical indications as 
well as the grounds for acceptance or 
refusal of the effectiveness of foreign 
international registrations in Switzerland 
(see Arts. 52p-52r Trademark Protection 
Ordinance, here). The international  
registration of Swiss geographical indi-
cations and the examination of foreign 
international registrations via the Swiss 
Federal Institute of Intellectual Property 
are free of charge. 
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